PARISH NEWSLETTER

2nd OCTOBER 2022
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

If only you had faith!
“LORD INCREASE OUR FAITH”
1. Conscious of their need and weakness, the disciples came with the prayer “Lord increase our faith”.
Luke’s Gospel sometimes presents discipleship in terms of great expectations. They recognize faith as a gift
from God, and ask, “Increase our faith” When Jesus’ followers ask for faith, what do we want?
·
Some might desire that faith brings certainty. Faith, in this sense, becomes an accomplishment.
·
Some might seek a mystical experience, a faith that works like a drug and helps us get through life’s
ordinary challenges.
But the first element of faith is that it determines our relationship with God. For it gives vision and meaning to
life.
2. We develop in faith as we act in faith. Every gift of God is strengthened and made more effective by its
exercise. The size of the faith does not matter.
·
Jesus draws attention to the greatness hidden in something tiny. We too are tiny, but God empowers
those who truly follow him to do great things. God can work through us, beyond all our hopes, dreams, and
fears, when we do not get in the way (sacred space). St. Paul admonishes us, “Your faith should not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (I Cor. 2:5).
·
The faith that is being asked for is not to have a better knowledge of our catechism, but to have a deeper
and stronger trust and confidence that our God is near us, even when he seems so far away, that he will take
care of his own. Faith goes hand in hand with perseverance. We see that in the story of Bartimaeus in Mark
10:46-52.
·
That does not mean, however, that with such a faith, the Christian life will be free of all hardship and
difficulty. Being a Christian, taking the Gospel seriously, is never going to be a smooth sail. Abraham had faith
yet he was challenged by childlessness, St. Paul had faith, yet he suffered imprisonment etc.
·
Faith enables us to trust God even when things seem hopeless. It means that, with faith we can endure
every hardship, every opposition, and suppression. With faith and through faith, we can overcome obstacles
of sickness, addiction, loneliness, doubt, fear, and all forms of anxiety (mountains and mulberry trees). With
faith we will never give up. With faith everything is possible
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Mass Intentions for the coming week.
MONDAY

11 am

Patrick, Angela & Terry O’ Brien

TUESDAY

8 am

Paul & Mary Briody, & Gerald Briody

11 am

Morning Mass

8 am

Morning Mass

11 am

Morning Mass

8 am

Morning Mass

11 am

Lena McDermott

FRIDAY

11 am

Tom Folliard & deceased family

SATURDAY

11 am

Pauline Cleary, Joan Kenny, Bernie &
Mary Burke

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Geraldo (Toko) Marques
7 pm
SUNDAY

Bridget McNulty (1st Anniversary)
& Tony McNulty

9 am

Morning Mass

11:30 am

Moya Gordon (1st Anniversary)

We also remember James Igoe (Jnr) whose anniversary occurs at this time.

RECENT DEATH: Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of Peggy Roach, Boston, sister of Sr. Lena, Crubyhill, Roscommon Town.
We offer sincere sympathy and the assurance of our prayers to her bereaved family
and friends.
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL - Adorers for the following hours are urgently required: Tuesday:

3pm - 4pm. Thursday: 5pm - 6pm. Saturday: 2pm - 3pm. & Sunday: 7pm - 8pm. Thank you for
your support. If you can help out with any of the above hours, please contact Mae McBrien 086 862
2354 or Tom Beirne 086 386 1954.

Rosary will be recited at Our Lady's Grotto in Sacred Heart Church
grounds on each Wednesday at 7 pm during the month of October .

MEDUGORJI MASS
Please note the Medugorji Peace Mass this coming Tuesday 4th October in
St. Coman's Club is cancelled.
DIVINE OFFICE: Beginning on Monday morning 3rd October @ 10.20 am Morning
Prayer will be said & every Monday morning thereafter in the Sacred Heart Church,
Roscommon.
Why should people say an Office? The special value of the Liturgy is that it is the
official prayer of the church, the voice of the Mystical Body in which all our poor
voices intermingle with the voice of Our Lord and take on the quality of His prayer.
MASS BOOKINGS: We will start taking Mass bookings for 2023 in OCTOBER. Bookings can only
be made by phone 090 6626298 or email: roscommonparish3@gmail.com . Please note all 11 am
Masses next year will be shared intention Masses if the need is required. Funeral Masses will also
still be celebrated at the 11 am Masses should they occur with any booked intentions prayed for at
that Mass.
VOLUNTEERS
Pre Covid with the help of volunteers we were able to have a Sunday basket
collection. We now wish to resume the Sunday basket collection in our church and are
looking for volunteers to help out with this. If you think you can help, please contact the
parish office on 090 6626298. Thank you.

ROSCOMMON THEO TALKS: First session to be held on Wednesday 19th October 7.30pm 8.45pm in St. Coman's Wood NS, Conference Room, Roscommon Town. Theme: Living Christian
Faith in Today’s World: What do the Gospels have to say to our world today? Speaker Very Rev.
Michael Drumm PP, Rosses Point, Co. Sligo. 7.15 pm : Tea/Coffee. All welcome. For further
Information contact Fr. Pravin Dhason 089 4523322 or email frpravin@yahoo.com / Una Feeley
(Catechist) 086 3805494.
REFLECTION DAY: It’s time to get grounded. Join us for a reflection day at Holy
Hill, Saturday, Oct 8th .The theme will be " Resonating With the Word " 10:30am
– 4:30pm. One of our strengths in these times is gathering together to grow
spiritually. “There you will show me what my soul is seeking.” All are
welcome. Simple lunch served. Donations welcome. Come for all or part of the
day. To register write friendsofcarmeholyhill@gmail.com
AREA DISTRIBUTORS
November Envelopes and the new year Church Offering Boxes
(2022 - 2023) are now ready. They are available from the Sacristy this weekend
or from the Parish Office during the week. Please note November lists of
deceased need to be returned before 1st November in order to be placed on
the Altar for the month of the Holy Souls.

Altar Society - Week starting Monday 3rd October - Group III.
Church Calendar, 2023: Is being prepared for next year. If there are any
voluntary Groups or Organisations who would like to be included or change
their existing contact details, please phone Parish Office as soon as possible.
Tel: 090 66 26298.
ROSCOMMON ICA

A very interesting talk and demonstration on Reflexology took place at the
September meeting of Roscommon ICA. The next monthly meeting is Tuesday
4th October at 8pm in Hannon's Hotel. New members welcome.
Contact: rostownica@gmail.com
ROSCOMMON DRAMA GROUP
Following a very successful AGM on Tuesday last, at which a new committee was
elected, the Roscommon Drama Group will stage a 3-Act play, which will be entered in
the Connaught Cup in the new year and will hold readings next Friday, the 7th October,
in Hannon’s Hotel at 7.30pm. All new members welcome, so If you have any interest
in the stage do come along and join us, you will receive a warm welcome.
Roscommon COPD Support Group is delighted to announce a new community-based
exercise programme for people living with COPD. This exercise programme is free of
charge. The classes will involve a range of exercises that improve aerobic capacity,
strength and flexibility. This programme will be delivered once a week, commencing
on Thursday 6th October 2022 from 10am to 11am in the Education Room, Sacred
Heart Hospital & Care Home, Golf Links Road, Roscommon. Please contact Katie
in COPD Support Ireland on 083 086 4118 or email support@copd.ie for more details
and to book your place.

Sunday’s Offertory Collection: €3,185.00

Thank You
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