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Jesus resolutely took the road for Jerusalem. I will
follow you wherever you go.
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OUR COMMITMENT TO GOD
The call to become disciples of Jesus requires a response and real commitment “no one who puts a
hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” Hence, we must give total
commitment to our mission. This is shown in the response of Elisha in the first reading, for once
called he kills everything that could constitute a distraction to serving God. We all have put a hand
on some “plough”; students to study, husbands and wives to their marriages, priests to minister,
politicians to service, soldiers, and police to safeguard, and above all, all Christians to follow Christ
more closely without inhibitions. To look back is to be in doubt and uncertain of what we are doing.
Furthermore, Jesus himself shows us an example, for he does not change course for he was heading
towards Jerusalem where rejection, betrayal, and even death awaited him. Yet, he wouldn’t opt-out
and seek escapism. This is a great challenge for all of us. Most times, the path we take might be
hard and strewn with various obstacles. This can be daunting. While on the other hand we have a
path that is seemingly easier but littered with attractions that might distract us. The Lord calls us
to perverse in our commitment to him and invariably to one another without “ifs” and “buts”. He
says, “let the dead bury their dead”. He is saying, “Be willing to let go of the past.” The Christian
marches on, not to the sunset, but to the dawn, the sunrise. The most crucial word is not
“backwards” but “forwards”. Jesus is saying I do not accept indifference or procrastination, come,
and follow me now. Many a time we think, “O let me enjoy my life now, when I get older, I will
follow the Lord”. He wants us to follow him now with every commitment therein, no half measures.
Jesus also challenges disciples to give kingdom proclamation top priority. Hence, Pope Francis says,
“We cannot be part-time Christians. We should seek to live our faith at every moment of every day”.
How committed have we been to the Lord as a priest, a husband or wife, a parent, a son or
daughter, a brother or sister, at my workplace, as a patriot, as a student etc? What is it that takes
prime place in my life, fame, money, education, family affinities, friends, drinks, other substances
etc? What is the position of God in my scale of preference? As Timothy Keller says, “If God is not at
the centre of our lives, something else is”.
PAX VOBIS

FR. DOUGLAS ZAGGI

Mass Intentions for the coming week:
MONDAY

11 am

Morning Mass

TUESDAY

8 am

No Morning Mass

11 am

Morning Mass

8 am

No Morning Mass

11 am

Owensie Hoare

WEDNESDAY

Deceased members of the Quigley family
(Ardkeel)

THURSDAY

8 am

No Morning Mass

11 am

Kathleen Folliard & Deceased family
Kate Menton

FRIDAY

11 am

Frances & Patrick Smyth & deceased of the
Burgoyne & Smyth families

SATURDAY

11 am

Thomas Coyle
Marie Raftery

SUNDAY

7 pm

Michael (Mickie) Stephens (Month’s Mind)

9 am

Morning Mass

11:30 am

Ned Duignan(1st Anniversary)
& Mary Duignan

RECENT DEATHS: Please
pray for the happy repose of
the souls of Norbert Ferguson, Gallowstown,
Roscommon.
Marian Hunt, Gurteen, Co. Sligo
mother of Declan Hunt, Wilson Close,
Galway Road.
We offer sincere sympathy and the
assurance of our prayers to their
bereaved families and friends.
We also remember
Barbara Cullen whose anniversary
occurs around this time.
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL Adorers for the following hours are
urgently required: Tuesday: 1pm - 2pm.
Thursday: 11am - 12noon, 5pm - 6pm.
Saturday: 11am - 12noon, 2pm - 3pm.
Thank you for your support. If you can
help out with any of the above hours,
please contact Mae McBrien 086 8622354
or Tom Beirne 086 3861954.

DIOCESAN PILGRIAMGE TO LOURDES
Bishop Kevin will lead the diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes from 24th – 29th August. To book, please
contact Joe Walsh Tours on 01-241 0800 or download the booking form at www.joewalshtours.ie
MEDJUGORJE - Official Diocesan Pilgrimage in August led by Bishop Kevin Doran - OPEN TO ALL AGES.
Dates: 10th – 17th August 2022, ALL AGES WELCOME. Children and Teenagers under 18 years of age must be
accompanied by parent/guardian). Cost €650 PPS. Single Option €790. For more Information and registration
details please see www.elphindiocese.ie/medjugorje2022/ or contact: Frank McGuinness, Director of Youth & Young
Adult Ministry, St. Mary’s, Temple Street, Sligo, Tel: 087 9880690 Email: frank.mcguinness@elphindiocese.ie

ANNUAL CEMETERY MASS :
WILL BE HELD IN ST. COMAN’S CEMETERY THIS YEAR ON SATURDAY 6th AUGUST.
MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED THERE AT 7 P.M.
We invite families to use this opportunity to tend to their family grave.

First Friday: Friday next 1st July is the First Friday of the month. The priests of the parish will attend to
their calls to the sick at the usual times.
APOSTOLIC WORK ELPHIN DIOCESE: Bishop Kevin Doran will concelebrate Mass today Sunday 26th June., with visiting
Missionaries, at 3pm in Fourmilehouse Community Centre. Sponsored Vestments, Mass Kits and Sacred Vessels, as requested
will be distributed. The 3 Beneficiaries of EASTER CHICKEN FUND will receive their cheques. Doors open at 2pm and there will
be refreshments after Mass. Everybody Welcome.
The National Rally for Life takes place on Saturday, 2nd July at the Garden of Remembrance, Dublin city centre, to
give public witness to the ongoing fight to restore protection to unborn children. A bus will leave the Church carpark at
8.30 am. Cost - €20 Booking - Siobhan 083 0254 809

EmployAbility Service Roscommon
The EmployAbility Service is an Employment and Recruitment Service to assist people with a disability or health issue to pursue
and maintain employment in the open labour market. Are you currently aged over 18 years? Do you have a disability or health
issue? Would you consider working part-time? If so, why not let Employability Service Roscommon support you to find that job in
your local area. This is a confidential and free individualised service funded by the Department of Social Protection. Are you
managing a mental health issue? We offer an Individual Placement and Support (IPS) service which is funded by HSE and offers
a range of tailored personalised supports to people using mental health services who wish to work. For further information Call
090 6628608 or Call/Text 087 3745307 or email info@rosemp.ie, Web: www.rosemp.ie
Altar Society - Week starting Monday 27 June - Group 4.
Sunday’s Offertory Collection: €2,315.00

Thank You

