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AN UNEXPECTED CELEBRATION
As children, many of us have had the experience of being brought somewhere by our parents to
something we don’t find enjoyable. It may have been simply to the shops where we find ourselves bored
and perhaps would prefer to be at home playing. Of course, our parents were acutely aware of this and
kept these excursions short, so they could return us home where we would be ‘ happy’ again.
This strategy is in stark contrast to the tactics of the ‘ evil one’ or the ‘ bad spirit’ who often leads us
unnecessarily to unhappy and turbulent places, where instead of bringing us back ‘home’ and to a place
of peace, it leaves us in a state of turmoil. For example, I used to think that being burdened continually
by guilt was the work of God, rather than realising He wants us to be liberated from that burden and live
a more joyful life.
The parable of the prodigal son this Sunday demonstrates this quite emphatically: instead of punishing
his wayward child, the father celebrates to welcome him home. This parable also has relevance in many
other difficulties we face in life.
It’s not just hard to believe that God loves and cares for us when we feel guilty about something but also
when we face disappointments, setbacks, fear and hostility. We seem to receive five or six complaints
for every compliment we get, which can leave us feeling very negatively about ourselves. Let us be
assured this is not the work of God. Instead, the Lord wants us to feel good despite our shortcomings.
We are all prodigal sons and daughters, but let us take heart in that Our Father takes delight in us and
celebrates our very existence no matter what route our life takes us.
Fr. Kevin

Mass Intentions for the coming week:
MONDAY

11 am

Jimmy, Bridget & Larry Kerrigan
& deceased family
Billy Connaughton

TUESDAY

8 am
11 am

WEDNESDAY

8 am
11 am

THURSDAY

8 am
11 am

Vita Whelehan, Galway Road,
Roscommon

Jack Heneghan, Ballinlough, Co.
Roscommon, brother of
Fr. Jim, Kimmage Manor, Dublin and
Denis, Kathleen, Pat, Frank & Ollie Dennehy
formerly of Roscommon Town.
Padraig & Josephine Monaghan
Bridgie Dalton, Brookvale Ave,
Roscommon
Michael Sweeney
We offer sincere sympathy and the
Winifred Mannion, Christine & Michael John assurance of our prayers their bereaved
Mannion
families and friends
Morning Mass
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL -

11 am

Morning Mass

SATURDAY

11 am

Patsy, George & Maureen Kelly
Seamus & Eileen Duke

7 pm

Vigil Mass

9 am

Morning Mass

11:30 am

for the happy repose of the souls of -

Morning Mass

FRIDAY

SUNDAY

RECENT DEATHS: Please pray

Myra O’ Brien (Month’s Mind)

Adorers for the following hours are
urgently required: Tuesday: 1pm - 2pm.
Thursday: 11am - 12noon, 5pm - 6pm.
Friday: 1pm - 2pm. Saturday: 11am 12noon, 2pm - 3pm. Thank you for your
support. If you can help out with any of
the above hours, please contact Mae
McBrien 086 8622354 or Tom Beirne 086
3861954.

'Reading & Praying with St. Paul' Invitation to join Lenten Bible Study Group that will meet in Roscommon More info @www.elphindiocese.ie/lent or phone 090 6626189. All welcome. Great opportunity to come to know St. Paul and to
participate in conversation that stimulates learning and faith-enquiry.

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS: 2ND APRIL @ 10.20AM - HOUR OF REPARATION.
EASTER ENVELOPES - are now ready for distribution and are available in the Sacristy before/
after all Masses this weekend or from the Parish Office during the week. Many thanks to all who
help in the distribution of envelopes.
LENTEN TRÓCAIRE ENVELOPES: For use during Lent are available in the Porch of the Church. Please take
one and use it as a family during Lent. More info., see trocaire.org

RECENT BAPTISMS: We welcome into the Christian family:-

Éala O' Gara, Patrick Terry Hunt, Kristians Berzins, Olivia Cowens, Sophia WInters, Lola Mary
Bernadette O' Toole, Cahill Parker Hanratty, Doireann Fallon,
Oisin Gerard Duignan, Christopher Patrick Lennon, Orla Winifred Kilcline & Charlie Hoey.
LOUGH DERG 2022 PILGRIMAGE SEASON RE-OPENS 1st MAY
One Day Retreats in May, August & September. Three Day Pilgrimages in June, July & August.
Contact 071 9861518 / info@loughderg.org / www.loughderg.org . See poster in the Church porch.
SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR UKRAINE: The Diocese of Elphin will be holding a Special Collection for
Ukraine in our parishes this weekend 26th & 27th March 2022. Donate online at www.elphindiocese.ie or
use the special envelopes available in the church porch. The proceeds of this special collection will be
directed to Caritas Internationalis which is the helping hand of the church on the ground in Ukraine and
surrounding.
Darkness into Light - Early Bird Registration is available until 31st March 22
Darkness Into Light 2022, proudly supported by Electric Ireland, will take place at sunrise on the morning of
Saturday May 7th. Early Bird reduced rates for Darkness Into Light are available until Thursday 31st March.
Sign up today to ensure you get your iconic Darkness into Light t-shirt in time for the event. https://
www.darknessintolight.ie/register/roscommon/default Plus be in with a chance of winning one year's free
electricity from our sponsor Electric Ireland for you and a friend!

MOTHER’S DAY: Best wishes to all mothers to-day. We remember them with gratitude and love
and we ask God’s Blessing on all of them.

Altar Society - Week starting Monday 28 March - Group 1.
Sunday’s Offertory Collection: €1,760.00

Thank You

