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MAKING HEAVEN BY CUTTING OFF

Today’s gospel highlights that heaven is for those who can go through the process of cutting off Jesus
does not imply the literal cutting or mutilation of body parts as Christian fundamentalists think. Eyes,
hands, and feet cannot, of and by themselves commit sin. Sin begins in a person’s mind (James 1:14).
A person who is totally blind, or one who is missing an arm or leg, can still sin. Christ was merely using
parts of the body to make an important point. He was showing that Christians SHOULD NOT
TOLERATE SIN as an integral part of their lives. If an individual has a sinful habit, he should overcome
it, even though the process may be as painful as the loss of an arm or leg. Christ is saying that it is far
better to forsake a sinful pleasure than to lose salvation.

It is instructive to know that while the world strives to preserve life with its consumerist world-view,
we Christians strive to cut off, to gain heaven. Cutting off of body parts is a figure of speech intended
to say to reach heaven we must learn to cut ourselves off part by part, day by day, until nothing of
ourselves remains but everything of God. In other words, we must cut off pride for humility to grow;
cut off egoism that altruism may rise; cut off lust that love may prosper, cut off laziness to give way to
hard work. We must cuff of anger that we may experience inner peace; cut off the noise pollution
that we may experience true silence and reflective life; cut off negative friendship or influences to
give way to authentic companionships. It is dying to vices that virtues are imbibed; we must cut off
prejudices and stereotypes against others that proper dignity may thrive; cut off mutual denunciation
that fraternity and tolerance will grow.

When we succeed in cutting off the unwanted elements, heaven becomes a living reality among us
and our lives on earth become beatific vision of the one above.

PAX VOBIS
Fr. Douglas Zaggi
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Mass Intentions for the week commencing 27th September.

MONDAY 1T am Harry O’ Farrell & deceased family
members
Sr. Anna Duignan
8 am Morning Mass
TUESDAY
11 am Paddy & Tess Hughes
WEDNESDAY 8 am Morning Mass
11 am Morning Mass
THURSDAY 8 am Morning Mass
L Morning Mass
FRIDAY 11 am Patrick, Angela & Terry O’ Brien
SATURDAY 11 am Claire Holian (2nd Anniversary) & also
remembering her father Tom
John, Bridie & Maura Keane
7 pm Vigil Mass
SUNDAY 9 am Morning Mass
11:30 am Morning Mass
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% We also remember Kieran Kelly whose anniversary occurs around this time.
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Roscommon.

family and friends.

RECENT DEATH: Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of -

Eileen Kilcline, Cloonsellan, Kilteevan and formerly of Gallowstown,

We offer sincere sympathy and the assurance of our prayers to her bereaved
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INCREASED CHURCH CAPACITY

As you may be aware, the most recent government announcement permits churches to have

50% capacity for religious services.

We continue to urge parishioners to follow the direction of the stewards and adhere to the
public health guidance in relation to face coverings, physical distancing between households
and hand sanitisation.

Please be aware that in the event of a surge in numbers attending church, access will be given
on a first come/first served basis.

MASS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS:
Monday: 11.00am

Tuesday: 8.00am & 11.00am
Wednesday: 8.00am and 11.00am
Thursday: 8.00am and 11.00am
Friday: 11.00am

Saturday: 11.00am and 7pm (Vigil)
Sunday : 9.00am and 11.30am

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION
Saturday: 10.30am - 11.00 am & 6.30 pm - 7.00 pm.

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL - is open everyday 8.00am- 8pm (except Wednesday
8.00am- 6pm) with a maximum capacity of 6 people at any one time.

Adorers for certain hours are urgently required. Please contact Tom Beirne at 086 3861954
or Mae McBrien at 086 8622354.

Accord - Relationship Counselling

Accord is open for relationship counselling in these difficult times. Professional
Counsellors are available to help explore any difficulties you may have in your
relationship in a safe and friendly atmospheres. Please contact Ann at 087-6765425 for
more information. All HSE guidelines observed for Counselling.

COVID-19 Support Line for Older People

ALONE manage a national support line and additional supports for older people who have

concerns or are facing difficulties relating to COVID-19 (Coronavirus). Professional staff are
available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where necessary. The support

line is open seven days a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 024.
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Altar Society - Week starting Monday 27th September- Group 5

RECENT BAPTISMS: We welcome into the Christian family:

Sophia Manuella Silva De Moraes & Itallo Alves De Oliveira

Guided Pilgrimages on the Lough Derg Pilgrim Path will be offered on Sunday 37 October,
with Mass outdoors, weather permitting. The full route is a 12km loop, with a shorter 8km

s option. Advance booking is essential. For further

information email info@loughderg.org or

¢ telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518. www.loughderg.org Lough Derg Pilgrim Path, Petfigo,
¢ Co Donegal. F94 N289

Mary’s Meals
International school feeding charity, Mary’s Meals, have announced that they are now feeding

more than 2 million children every school day, in 19 of the poorest countries around the world.
To celebrate this wonderful achievement, Mary's Meals Ireland is hoping to raise enough funds
to feed ALL of the children, for one day. It costs just 9c to provide a nourishing meal in school,
and so, a little goes a long way. To find out more, or to donate, please visit their

website www.marysmeals.ie, or call Patricia Friel on 086 314 0814.

The RSA Check it Fits Service is now offering FREE virtual child car
seat checks. The new virtual service means that parents, guardians,
grandparents, and childminders in your parish can now have their child car
seats checked by one of our expert checkers from the comfort and safety of
their home. To avail of the new virtual service visitors can book an
appointment at www.rsa.ie/checkitfits.
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